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all Schleicher's policy was directed. It was a clever policy and
it was based on a true appreciation of Hitler. It was possible to
make a covenant with leviathan and take him for a servant for ever,
but it was not yet possible. Meantime the attempt that had mis-
carried made leviathan reject all bait with increased fury. Other
ways would have to be sought. Before they could be used the
chancellor had to be removed; he was fatal to the new com-
binations that the general was planning.
The chancellor played into his hands. Tired out with his hard
campaign for his commander-in-chief, Bruening was none the
less satisfied. He felt that all he had to do now was to complete
his victory and the first stage was to draw the teeth of National
Socialism, those ferocious teeth that had so nearly closed on
March 13. Three days after the election Groener struck. The
insults to his old chief, the thought of a rabble staging a "putsch/'
had finally disgusted him with a man and a movement which he
had always despised. A presidential decree dissolved all Hitler's
military forces throughout the Reich. It was high time, and the
dignified tone of the decree which vindicated the possession of
armed forces to the state alone was not merely timely but was
effective criticism of previous slackness. For a brief moment
Hitler was tempted to yield to the hotheads and resist. But
German citizen though he now was, he was as much in terror
as ever of a "putsch" and this time he knew that it would
meet quick resistance. Treacherous hints revealed the real situa-
tion and with a sigh of relief he found good reasons for a policy
of circumspection. There was no resistance anywhere to the
order. The Leader simply asked the Storm Troopers—they were
now 400,000 strong, four times the size of the army permitted
to Germany by the Versailles Treaty—to consider themselves
for the moment to be just ordinary party members and to avenge
themselves on April 24, the date on which five states were holding
parliamentary elections. They were merely dismissed from parade;
neither their armament nor their organization was touched; so
far as the troops themselves were concerned it meant nothing
more than that they did not appear in public as troops.
Schleicher took upon himself to give them their revenge sooner

